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Before I started this program, I had had the feeling that I was not growing as a teacher.  I was very set in my teaching style, and I was not keeping up with the new methods and was lost with the new terms being thrown around by my colleagues.  I knew that something needed to be done about my lack of knowledge.  A great opportunity was cast my direction, so I jumped into this program so that I, too, could understand the different options that I had to teach my students.


The school where I teach has been very progressive.  When a new program or opportunity arises, they try to incorporate this into the school system.  I needed these graduate classes to help become a leader in my school system.  I am a younger teacher; therefore, I needed to be able to demonstrate to some of my elder colleagues that I was not only willing to help them when the need arose but also able to comprehend what was available.  I have felt that these courses are helped me in that area.  I have been exposed to numerous techniques and methods that I either barely touched on in college or had never seen before in my life.  This helped me to explore more resources than I knew existed.  As the program progressed, I found myself more capable of adapting to the new information, and it was an eye-opening experience.  For example, I now try to find Webquests for some of my more difficult literature.  The students enjoy submersing themselves in the text when I can find a way to bring that text into the twenty-first century.


Over the course of this program, I have found myself more willing to try new things, reading more of my professional journals, and striving to incorporate new material into my classroom.  Many of my colleagues have benefited from my graduate work as well.  I like to discuss many of the aspects of this program with my colleagues, and I have shared many of the sites in which I have used in the past year and a half.  If I have accomplished something successfully in my classroom, I will share that project with my fellow English teachers and others outside of my curriculum.  

With this course of study, I have been able to view my students in a new light.  I know that all students think differently, but I was not always sure on how to reach those students.  In the past, I have tried different techniques, but it was always a random reason why I tried certain things.  Now, I have documented proof why certain things should work, and the success rate of these new projects has been better than in the past.  From reading the text So Each May Learn: Integrating learning styles and multiple intelligences, I used many ideas that incorporated information I received during that course.  I could view the different sections of English students and get a better understanding why certain projects worked with certain students and ideas on how to make it work with each section.

My future professional development goals include taking more courses in my curriculum area.  I have focused mainly my teaching strategies with this course and integrating technology into that curriculum.  I need to focus on the curriculum itself to make sure that the students are getting all the knowledge that I can teach them.  I also have been involved in a one-to-one initiative where each student in our high school has been supplied with a computer.  This has been a challenging year for students and teachers alike in trying to implement this technology daily.  I have felt that I was more prepared for this initial year than most of the faculty.  This course has helped me to see how others use technology in their classroom as well as some of the newer types of technology.  

I look forward to next year in teaching.  I feel that I have caught up to my colleagues as far as being on the same knowledge base.  I do not feel as if I am lacking knowledge of current teaching trends.  I also feel that I am more likely to continue to keep myself educated on issues that relate to my career.  I do not want to go back to that place where I started.  I now have this drive to continue learning and an engrained sense of wanting to strive to achieve goals in my students’ learning.
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