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This class has helped me to incorporate more technology in my classroom than I realized I could.  I have learned new skills and information, and I have learned that I have the capabilities of implementing many different types in my classroom.

The first goal on the ISTE Standards Rubric states “demonstrating introductory knowledge, skills, and understanding of concepts related to technology.”  On this first goal, I would feel that I am on level 3.  I am not afraid to use technology nor am I afraid to fix minor complications that come up with that technology.  I have felt more comfortable searching for new areas of technology to use in my classroom, but I also feel that I could improve this aspect.  My goal would be to continue to enhance my awareness of new technologies through classes that use modern technology and self-discovery.  One way that I could implement this goal would be to continue my master’s program, and by continuing to take advantage of the technology classes my school offers the teachers in my school system.  I have seen how other teachers in this class have used components that I know well, and how successful their uses of them are.  I want to be comfortable with the uses of these new technologies so that when my students leave the classroom, they will be just as comfortable. I would try to accomplish this goal by attending conferences and signing up for a free e-newsletter.

The next goal on the ISTE Standard Rubric states, “demonstrate continual growth in technology knowledge and skills to stay abreast of current and emerging technologies.”  This goal directly relates to the previous goal.  I feel that I am on level 3 with this standard as well.  I feel that I am trying to stay educated in the world of emerging technology, and I understand that there are limitations to that technology.  My goal is to keep myself educated and in the know.  To achieve this goal, I need to stay in contact with my fellow instructors as well as other people in my field and content area.  I want my students to feel comfortable with their knowledge of my subject area when they leave my classroom.  I want to be able to stay up with the latest technology so that my students can compete in the workplace.  As I have stated before, this course has helped me to be exposed to ideas that I haven’t used in my classroom before, and places or people that I can contact to keep myself up-to-date.

The next standard listed on the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards states, “use technology resources to engage in ongoing professional development and lifelong learning.”

On this standard, I feel that I have reached the fourth level.  I have routinely been engaged in professional development using technology.  I find it very important to continue my education and use that knowledge in my classroom.  My goal would be to continue my education through this master’s course and other opportunities I have received through my district.  I know the importance of life-long learning.  If I want the best for my students, then I have to be willing to continue my education as well.  This class has helped me to become aware of myself as a learner. 

The next part of this standard from the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards states, “continually evaluate and reflect on professional practice to make informed decisions regarding the use of technology in support of student learning.”  Sometimes there are times when I, as an educator, use types of technology that aren’t necessary.  I just use technology just to use technology.  When I notice that lack of effectiveness, I try to analyze why this didn’t work, and what I could do to make it better.  I would rate myself on a level four for this performance indicator.  I feel that as my goal to help stay at this level, I will continue to evaluate my curriculum by using my state standards as indicators to the effectiveness of the technology use in my classroom.  As a state, we are working on our curriculum maps.  I will use this map as a tool of my effectiveness.  Being exposed to the other uses of technology in this classroom has helped me to come up with new uses of technology and has shown me how to update some of my out-dated tools.

The last two indicators on the on the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards rubric deal with “teachers use technology to enhance their productivity and professional practice.”  On this first standard, I feel that I do use technology tools to increase my productivity.  I would rate myself on level four.  My goal would be to continue to find ways to keep increasing my use of technology.  To achieve this goal, I need to make sure that I am using the most out of my technology tools.  I may think that I know the programs I use well, but there are times when I discover something new about those programs.  During this class, I have picked up a few useful hints to make the programs I use easier as well as places to explore that will help me to be the most efficient.  

The last indicator on the ISTE National Education Technology Standards explains how I communicate and collaborate with peers, parents, and other community members.  I pride myself on the way that I communicate with other teachers in my building.  If there is a time when I want to try something new or something unfamiliar, I will seek out another teacher to get their view on the subject.  I, however, would only rate myself as Level three on this indicator.  I feel that I need to communicate with my students’ parents more often as well as other professionals in my area.  My goal would be to sign up on a listserve so that I may find a way to communicate with other professional in my same field.  According to the our text, Teaching with the Internet K-12:  New Literacies for New Times, “Posting to mailing lists are even more accessible and less private than individual email messages since most lists are archived in easily accessed Web locations” (Leu, Leu, & Coiro, 2004, p. 161).  This type of access would be helpful to me and to a teacher that is located in a more rural area.  This class has shown me the importance of communicating with teachers from all different areas.  The ideas that have been successful in their states may be just as effective in my state, and I wouldn’t have discovered these ideas without communications during this class setting.

Before I started this course, I examined the ISTE Standards.  I wanted to know how I was doing as an educator and what I needed to work on.  I felt that I was lacking in some of these skills measured on this rubric.  After being nearly half-way done with my master’s program, I feel that these courses have helped me towards my goal of being proficient on these standards.  Achieving proficiency as an educator means that I am more able to help my students achieve their goals. 
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