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In my school this year, we have had the opportunity to have Tablet PC’s in the classrooms.  The teachers and the students alike have implemented these tools into the curriculum.  Many times these advanced tools have not been used as an advanced technology but as a replacement for paper/pencil applications.   The students have not always enjoyed these laptops because they are bored with some of the applications they are asked to perform on them.  Discussions amongst the teachers range from what is being done in the classroom, how are the students handling the technology, and in what other way could this technology be used.  With the information given through the presentation and web sites given this week, there are a lot of resources that any one of my coworkers could implement in the classroom.


Since we have the Tablet PC in the classroom, I have access to the many options and programs that it offers.  Because it is an expensive undertaking by the school district, each teacher is required to use the laptop in the classroom.  The school district has also bought many different applications and allowed for some professional time to learn how these applications work.  Many of the math teachers use the equation writer program as well as the graphing calculator located on the machine.  I have found that using the One Note Program allows for students to keep themselves more organized without losing information from their notebooks.  The other feature of the Tablet that I enjoy is the use of the electronic stylus.  This helps me demonstrate the use of proofreader marks on the computer as well as grading electronic papers.  One of the main reason for this laptop initiative was to help the students stay on the cutting edge of technology, but for the teachers to implement many of these advanced tools in the classroom, it takes time to figure out how to use each of these tools.

With many of the sites that were in the list of web-based communities and peer-to-peer applications, I have found many great ideas that could make these Tablets more than just a better way to use an electronic paper/pencil function.  Dr. Thornburg’s example of a different way for the students to write summaries on books was a great idea.  I also found www.fanfiction.net quite interesting.  It is a great way to share stories or different ideas on popular topics and get feedback from others.  I also liked the tutorials and the ideas that were brought forward on the site http://wise.berkeley.edu/.  Students that may not have many forms of technology or are very rural could acquire immense amounts of exposure to each of these sites.

Many times the teacher is responsible for bringing in all the information for the students to learn in the classroom.  Many of these sites allow the students to become facilitators in their learning instead of passive learners.  This does allow for a changing role of the teacher.  There are teachers that are against this idea in education.  They like to be in complete control, but as an educator, a person needs to change in order to keep up with the times.  Technology has an ability to make students lazy if a teacher uses it in the wrong way.  To allow students to learn more using technology, we need to find different and interesting ways to keep them involved in their education.  When they feel as if they are in control, they are more likely to go above and beyond what is asked of them and retain that information for longer periods of time.  

These types of web-based communities also allow for students to use real-life simulations.  They may find out what types of jobs they want to hold as adults and shape their education around these types of vocations.  They may also get some experience in that field while they are still in high school which would better their chances at attaining that type of job in the future.


With the use of the tablets in the classroom, my students have had the opportunity to be in a classroom similar to ones that they may see in college.  It has been a difficult process for all the teachers because of the time it has taken to familiarize themselves with the technology and all its components, but in the long run, there are so many advantages that it can provide the students.  To help the students be successful in the future, we as educators need to be adaptable to the changes technology can bring to the classroom and our changing role.
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