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Task Rotation


Using the task rotation systems is another way in which a teacher, such as myself, may interest the students in the topic at hand.  According to the text, “The advantage of this approach is that it provides greater opportunities for each student to succeed by selecting her own appropriate level of performance.” (Silver, Strong, Perini, 2000, 78)  The goal in my classroom and in every classroom that I have had the privilege of viewing would be to have each student find success.  The topic that we will soon be tackling in my classroom is the play Romeo and Juliet.  The projects that I have planned for this unit will incorporate their various learning intelligences and the four learning styles so that I may indeed reach each of my students.
The first activity in this Romeo and Juliet unit is to research the time period in which this story took place using the internet.  I want the students to know the background information about the time period and location.  Items that will be looked at in this search will be things such as important events, culture, and geography so that they may better understand the story.  They would be using a study guide to help them in their search.  This activity would also include making a timeline of important events that took place during Shakespeare’s lifetime.  It would use the Mastery (ST) level learning style as well as the verbal-linguistic and naturalist intelligence.
As we are reading this play, I would like to incorporate the students’ personal experience into the story.  I feel that by doing this the students’ understanding will improve and, therefore, they may have a better experience with this play.  The next activity I have planned for this unit is a letter to an advice columnist.  The students are to write a letter to an advice columnist which will be exchanged.  This letter will be based on the problems that will arise in the story, and the students must adapt it to fit their lives.  Then they will work in groups of three and will be given three letters.  In their group work, the students need to look at each of these letters and respond to them accordingly.  This activity uses the interpersonal (SF) learning style as well as verbal-linguistic, interpersonal, and intrapersonal intelligences.
The third activity that I have planned for this rotational system would be to create a chart of characters.  The students will have to place each character in their proper place according to which quarreling side they are a part of.  When they will decide which character goes where, they will use the computer and the program Inspiration to create a diagram using appropriate clip art.  The students will have to explain how each is connected to the Capulets and the Montagues and how each of these characters contributed, if at all, to the battle between families.  This type of an activity will utilize the logical-mathematical, verbal-linguistic, and spatial intelligences as well as the understanding (NT) learning style.
The last activity that is planned for this play will be used a little later in the story.  We would have been studying this play for a while so that the students have some understanding of the language that is used in the story.  They will be acting out a scene in the play.  The students will be divided into groups of four or five.  In these groups they are to act out/read a scene using the Shakespearean dialect.  After they present in this manner, they will restart the scene translating the scene to fit their own wording.  This type of activity would incorporate verbal-linguistic, bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, and intrapersonal intelligences as well as using self-expressive (NF) learning style.


In these projects that I have assigned for this unit, I expect there will be positive and negative feedback from my students.  By using a rotating system, this will not only make certain students feel comfortable with the material, but it will also make others feel uncomfortable.  When students feel any sort of discomfort with an assignment, most are normally going to complain and whine more about that certain project.  There will be a few others that do what is asked of them with no comments, but will not enjoy that project as well.  Then there will be a number of students that really enjoy the project because it is in their dominant intelligence.  These are my expectations of what will happen when I present these projects.  
This semester has been a learning experience for both the students and me.  When something isn’t working, there is always another way to solve the problem.   The students have been learning more about their intelligences and learning styles as I have and have had projects that have been out of their dominant learning styles.  Students are, however, adaptable.  I have to keep them going by giving them activities where they feel safe in their dominant style and intelligences, but I also feel that if I keep challenging them with projects out of their dominant styles and intelligences then pretty soon they will become more and more proficient in those styles too.
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