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The book To Kill a Mockingbird is being taught in my tenth-grade language arts classroom.  There have been a number of projects that I have been able to do while teaching this book.  It has seemed effortless to come up with these activities because of the depth of the book itself, and the fact that there are two other teachers that use this book in their classrooms as well.  We have collaborated during this semester to make sure that similar information is being addressed.  I have discussed a few of these projects in another paper, but there are others I think would be suitable for this topic.


The first activity that is done in my classroom is a study guide the students fill out while reading the first few chapters.  The students independently read the story and answer a few questions to help guide them in their interpretations of the text.   In the beginning we discuss the book, chapter by chapter as a large group.  This study guide not only helps to see if the students are reading the chapters, but it also helps to start discussions.  The learning style that we use in this activity would be Mastery (ST).  They would be sitting in a traditional classroom setting with desks lined up in rows.  The intelligences that are targeted in this activity are mostly verbal-linguistic and intrapersonal.  While we are discussing the chapters as a class, their interpersonal intelligences are also used.  

The second activity that I use when discussing To Kill a Mockingbird would be by having students teach each other chapters in the book by leading the discussion.  This activity consists of a small group, three or four students, getting up in front of the class and teaching the other students all they need to know about the chapter or chapters.  They are handed the assigned reading lists, given time in class to come up with what they want to teach, and the best way to present their material.  This uses the Understanding (SF) learning style by taking the information and making it more relevant to the students.  The students present the material in a fashion that works best for their style of learning.  In this activity the students have to be able to communicate with their group as well as the rest of the class when they present and accomplish this by using their interpersonal intelligence.  While presenting the information to the rest of the class, they also have to employ their verbal-linguistic as well as their bodily-kinesthetic intelligences.  Some even go as far as using their spatial intelligence by using visuals in their presentations.

The last activity that I have used in teaching of this book would be the diorama.  This activity is a Self-Expressive (NT) project.  There is a diorama program located on my computers that the students use for this activity.  They are to use this program to construct a room from the book.  These rooms could range from any room of the Finches to the courtroom where the trial took place.  The students are able to use their imagination within reason on how they feel these areas appear.  This type of activity uses their spatial as well as their logical mathematical intelligences.  

During this week, we have learned why different groupings can be useful in the classroom setting.  Heterogeneous groups work well because the students in the group feel comfortable with different aspects of the projects.   Dr. J. Robert Hanson stated, “As a part of learning about themselves and style, they [the students] would be responsible in working through a task for facilitating their piece of the pie.” (Laureate Education, Inc., 2001)  With style-alike groups, students may feel comfortable working with students that think as they do.  Both of these types of groups would work well in any classroom depending on the project that they would be doing.  If you want a diverse look at information per group, you would use a heterogeneous grouping.  If you want the students to feel comfort that they are looking the same way at a project in a group, you would use the style-alike grouping.

In the activity of students presenting chapters to other students, I would arrange these students in a heterogeneous group by style.  This would allow the students to generate more ideas on how to present their information to the rest of the class.  These ideas could be very creative and hopefully would reach more of the class.  If I would have a style-alike group, however, they may only present the material in their style of learning and that would not be as beneficial or creative.  While the presenters are working on their chapters, I would have them move their desks in a circle formation in their small groups.  The students are working together and this would help them to brainstorm ideas and feel as if they are all part of the group.  They can face each other and gauge reactions to ideas.  Everyone in the group is considered equal.

Each week we increase our knowledge on how multiple intelligences and learning styles work, and each week I feel better about the learning going on in my classroom.  I have been incorporating small changes into my lesson plans to get the most out of them.  When selecting groups, I haven’t always considered why certain groups work and why others don’t.  With this acquired knowledge on heterogeneous and style-alike groups, I feel that I can make better decisions about the how I will divide my students for future projects.
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