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Mastery Model Lesson Planning


In this week’s programs, two strategies were shown on how to incorporate lessons to stimulate a student’s thinking and make them an active learner.  I am going to discuss a lesson using the New American Lecture Strategy as discussed by Dr. Harvey Silver.   In the video program, he stated that there are four phases of this strategy.  First, students must be prepared by using a hook, kindling, and bridge activities.  Next, they will be presented with a visual organizer, and then collect information to make the information more meaningful.  Finally, questions will be asked for review of the information presented.  The topic that I am going to present would be my unit on Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare.

Recently, the student body performed an all-school play, and many of my students were involved in that performance.  To hook them into the setting of the play, I want them to compare people or characters of their generation with the characters in Caesar’s day.  I also want to bring in more of the familiar by directing them to remember how the stage was set for their recent play.  I want them to be able to visualize.  Both of these questions will help draw them into the setting of this play and about its performance.  The hook would be to pose this question to the students:  “List power-hungry characters that you have read about in the newspapers, have seen on television, or have read about in magazines.”  This activity is designed to get the students thinking about characters that resemble Julius Caesar.  After they do this activity, I want the students to draw the stage from the play that they just recently performed.  Once they have finished this activity, I move on to the kindling activity.  

For the kindling activity, I ask the students who were some of the people that they felt were power-hungry, and why they felt this way.  A discussion would continue on this topic with the students interjecting their ideas as to what are the characteristics of a power-hungry individual.  As this discussion winds down, I resume asking the students about the recent play and how their drawings were similar to each other and how they were different.  As a group, we draw the stage on what we felt that this recent play resembled.  

The bridging activity I then use incorporates a visual organizer (Figure 1).  Students are to compare the “recent” stage with one that William Shakespeare performed most of his plays.  The Globe handout that I am attaching on this document is completed, but the students have to label their handouts and to try to compare similarities and differences with the modern stage setting.  

Once the students have compared the two and brainstormed their ideas on the theaters, the class, as a group, will continue the process and discuss the areas of the theater and how the theater rooms were actually used during Shakespeare’s era.  A computer projector displays the information while discussing and labeling these areas to help all the students see the actual labels.  Once we get to the flag located on the top of the theatre, we will discuss what type of flag will be flying during this play, and the reasons Shakespeare chose Julius Caesar as a play.  

Represented in this activity are the four families of model.  In the mastery model, the students are asked to organize a list of characters that they feel would fit the power-hungry model.  They need to make a judgment about a person they have read about that would fit in that category.  In the understanding category, students analyze the two types of stage design to see if there are similarities and differences between the two.  In the self-expressive category, they are asked to draw a stage design that they recently witnessed.  This allows the students to express themselves with their view of that stage.  The last of the four models would be interpersonal.  Posing the question, “Using the drawings from the current stage, what would be some of the uses of each of the rooms located in the Globe Theater?  The students have to work with others to come up with what the reasons are behind each of the rooms of the Globe Theatre by using information that they know about Shakespearean Theater and from information that they recently acquired.  

After watching the teachers located on the video and listening to the reasoning behind these strategies, I feel that excitement about being a teacher all over again.  These strategies are strategies that I have used during my tenure as a teacher, but there are new ideas that I can implement in my classroom to help students get the most out of my teachings.  The New American Lecture is a great way to bring the familiar to the students so that the new information is not too overwhelming.
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