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Since I have been taking this course while teaching in a classroom, my students and I have had some wonderful experiences.  They have directed benefited from the instruction I have received from the discussion with my classmates as well as the applications in which I have adjusted some of my lessons to work with these styles.  

In this course, we have learned many different strategies to help our students learn and retain information that is presented in class.  These strategies have been designed to allow the students more control in the information they handle as well as in-depth activities to make those lessons more meaningful to the students.  Each of these models and eight strategies presented in this course has added depth to my teaching repertoire.  I have options when looking at each and every unit that I teach.  
There are always advantages and disadvantages to each new model learned.  It is hard to find time to look at each and figure out which one to use in each instance.  Planning has to be done in order to reap the most benefit from each of these strategies.  The one main complaint of most teachers is that they do not have enough time.  Since I have become more familiar with each of these strategies, I will try to find a way to use each one in my lessons.  Some of these strategies seem easier to implement than others.  A balance of each strategy would help “catch” different types of learners.  This is one advantage.

Another advantage of using these strategies would be varying the presentation of teaching units.  This will help the students stay involved in the lessons and break up some of the monotony of a certain topic or subject.  However with every positive aspect, there are always some negative aspects to look at.
Time was one of the disadvantages as I stated before.  Each of these strategies takes time in planning.  This time is necessary for each of the strategies to work to their greatest reward.  The next disadvantage would be training the students in each of the strategies.  Some of these ideas are new to the students, and they need to be prepared for different ways of implementing ideas.  Some students are not willing to change from the status quo in the delivery of material in class.  Others that have a more difficult time with change would be students with special needs.  These strategies, however, are designed to help all students if they are implemented correctly.
Literacy Development is an active part of each of these strategies that we have been studying over the course of this class.  We have learned to probe the students’ minds and allow time for the students to come up with answers to our questions.  We have also learned to ask questions in different ways so that the students can have a deeper understanding of the material.  The last way that this can help in developing literacy would be in the different tasks the students are asked to perform in each of these strategies.  These tasks are designed to use knowledge that they have previously developed and use a higher degree of knowledge to find the answers.  
In the next couple of years, I plan to use these strategies in a variety of ways.  I know that each class is different from the next, and this allows for students to comprehend different aspects of each lesson.  I see myself implementing as many of these strategies to help my students learn the most that they can.  If certain strategies are not as successful as I had hoped, I go back and rework the strategy until I can get most of the “bugs” out of them.  These strategies have so many benefits interwoven into them that I think the students would greatly benefit from them.  I would hate to ignore any new information that may be beneficial to my students.  I would be doing them a disservice. 
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