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In this lesson, I am trying to get the students involved with the story To Kill a Mockingbird.  It is one of my favorite books, and I hope that it will be the students’ also.  I want them to understand this book from the beginning so that they can empathize with the characters, therefore, becoming more interested in the story.  My project is a presentation in which they are researching information from the 1930s.  This will allow the students to understand the characters background.


Using a rubric on this project will allow the students to understand what I am looking for in their presentations.  According to the video, the reasons for an assessment are “to communicate achievement status to parents and others, to provide information to students, to use data to appropriately group students, and to evaluate the effectiveness of instructional programs” ( Laureate, 2003).  I want the students and parents to be completely aware of the things that I want them to cover in their presentations.  This year, the students and parents have access to their grades all the time through our grading program.  They cannot change anything, but they can view them.  I want them to always be aware of what I am asking for when it comes to their assignments.  


Using Rubistar was an easy way to set up my rubric.  It helped me to limit my ideas and as well as directing my instructions so that the students can understand.  I like Rubistar because it has many different options to choose from when selecting a rubric, and the options are things that I can easily modify to fit my needs.


Not only will the students have a guide to follow while they are creating their presentation, but I will also have a guide to follow while I am analyzing their presentations.  While the students are giving their presentations, I can quickly assess their presentation and give them instant feedback on their work.  This will help the students to feel confident because they know exactly what I am grading.


Rubrics are a time-consuming tool, but they are well worth the work they take to create.  Using this rubric maker has made the process easier to create, therefore, giving me the opportunity to use it more and create more rubrics for my projects.
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