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Reflections

Over the course of this class, I have found gaps in my role as an educator, but I have also found many positive aspects in my teaching that I have been proud to share.  These courses have really helped me to stay positive with all the technology has been implemented this year.  During this course, I have learned how I have implemented or have found a need to implement reflective practice, teamwork, and information literacy.

I was raised in a large family.  I have always had to be part of team to get many of the household chores completed.  This type of mentality has continued into my teaching career.  I enjoy talking to other educators and finding what new things they are doing in their classrooms as well as sharing things that are successful in my own classroom.  In the past, I have collaborated with teachers on different projects.  I was a computer teacher, and I found many opportunities in which I could incorporate a science lesson into my own lesson.  This does help the students to realize that each aspect is important.  It also helps reinforce ideas taught during both classrooms.  I have felt that as I take this class I have increased this aspect of my teaching.  Listening and responding to teachers from all over the country has helped me to understand how different technology can be applied into different classroom situations.  It has been a relatively easy process with having a full-time job as well as a family and other responsibilities.  I think that when the opportunity arises I will take other courses similar to these courses.  Although, I might want to give myself a few months off.
The second aspect of these courses that I have found I actively participate in would be the reflective practice.  This has been a very important part of my students’ learning.  When I use this process after a lesson, I feel that it helps the lesson become more useful for the next time I may teach it.  Last year, I used a WebQuest for my 9th grade Literature class.  Students were having a hard time with the language of Shakespeare.  This assignment helped them to submerse themselves in the language and, therefore, acquire more understanding of the text at a quicker rate.  When I reflected on this lesson, I realized that I should have started with this activity instead of starting Shakespeare and then use this activity when I realized they were completely confused by Shakespearian wording.  This year I also did a check for understanding and questioned them on their level of knowledge about Shakespeare.  This has already made my lesson more successful than last year.  

Information literacy would be the last aspect.  This week in my Literature class, I am having the students do a Shakespearean project.  They are to become a character during the Elizabethan Age and research every aspect of that character’s life.  Before I sent them on their way on the internet superhighway, we talked about basic things they do during a typical day.  When we came up with a list, I demonstrated how to research this information on the internet.  I feel that the students were ready to continue the research on their own without hesitation.  There were a few students that felt the information was going to be on one site, but later realized that they would have to search throughout different connected sites to find some of that basic information.  

Throughout this year and last, I have discovered so much relevant information to my help with my current teaching situation.  With the changes my school has gone through this year, I have felt prepared to integrate different aspects of technology into my classroom with ease.  My students are reaping the benefits of my education.  This makes me feel great about the type of instruction I am presenting to them and willing to continue with the variety of instruction.  I do look forward to challenging myself with other professional development courses as well as other leadership roles that I may have to accept.  I want to continue to feel as if I am doing everything in my power to further the education of my students. 
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