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Classroom Web Site Update
Working with the internet has been quite an experience for me.  I was not quite aware how great a tool it really was until I submerged myself in it during this past year.  I have learned to evaluate good sites from bad and to implement different types of projects into my existing curriculum.  I want my students to be able to have this same experience.

The URL of my new Web page is http://ad013.k12.sd.us/interests_of_students.htm.  This page from my site will contain links for struggling readers, students that need extra help with grammatical or writing issues, and students that want to advance their skills.  Parents can view the web site and find resources that may allow them to help their children, and other teachers from my subject area as well as other subject areas can find these links useful as well.

Students with lower reading skills were my first priority when I was creating my site.  I have a hard time trying to find materials to help these students read more in my classroom.  I found a couple sites that have online readings for free and other sites that contain books that our local library does not possess.  We implement the accelerated reading program in our schools, and I want them exposed to a wider range of literature.  I also listed a site for the students to read national news online since many do not like to pick up the national paper, and they have exhibited a lack of comprehension of nonfiction material.  

The next part of my web site contains literacy activities for my students.  These fun but educational games can help students advance those skills that are lacking.  Not only will these help the students with lower abilities, but also they will help my gifted students by giving them extra practice on certain items.  The Rubrics link would be a help to all the students in my classroom as well their parents because it is the adopted writing rubric of our school.

The purpose of the next section of the web page is mainly set up for teachers and parents, but students could also find the information useful.  These links are tools to find projects that help student learning and comprehension.  

The last section of this web site contains information useful for other projects already set up in my classroom.  Students would find this information useful when they are implementing those projects.  They are going to have access to computers throughout the day, and I felt it is necessary that they have links to help guide their research.  These links also help the support staff that services some of the students in my classroom.  Having this internet tool available will be a great form of communication for our content areas.
Each of these sections located on my web page will help me to implement different internet activities going on in my classroom.  All the students will benefit from these links because they will be using higher level thinking skills in order to perform these activities.
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