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Parent Relationships

One of the strategies I would use to build positive parent relationships would be to mail a letter out to each of my parents before the beginning of the school year.  In the letter I would give a brief introduction of myself and give them different ways that they may be in contact with me.  I would also send a few attachments with this letter.  One would be my syllabus which would explain my homework policies, my expectations for the students, and what information would be covered in my classroom.  The second would be a survey for the parents.  It would allow the parents an opportunity to communicate their views on their child and their child’s educational needs.  During the year, I would call all of my students’ parents.  I would use the call as a follow up on the initial mailing, but I would also use it to bring the parents up-to-date on how their child is doing in my classroom.  These phone calls could not all be accomplished in one day, of course.  I would try to devise a rotation system.  This would allow me to make a few calls at a time and not feel overwhelmed by the process.  The school has phones set up in each of our classrooms so this plan could easily be accomplished.  
The final way in which I could maintain positive parent relationships would be through the email system.  During this school year, we have had a system in place where “at risk students” are given a teacher mentor.  We try to stay in contact with a parent through email on a regular basis so that the parent is aware of the student’s progress.  The email system also allows the mentor teacher to contact the student’s other teachers to check on progress.  

With these three strategies, I believe I could set up positive parent relationships with my students’ parents.
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