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Ethical Student Use of the Web


According to the website www.Plagiarism.com, “A national survey published in Education Week found that 54% of students admitted to plagiarizing from the internet; 74% of students admitted that at least once during the past school year they had engaged in ‘serious’ cheating; and 47% of students believe their teachers sometimes choose to ignore students who are cheating.”  Many students have a difficult time understanding citations, are unfamiliar with the rules, or do not want to take the time to cite their references.  To stop or inhibit student plagiarism in my classroom, the following steps need to be taken to ensure proper use of citations. 

When planning a unit on using research, I believe the first step that needs to be addressed would be to thoroughly orientate the students in the process that they must follow such as proper note taking procedures.  They need to know the rules and this would start at the very beginning of their note taking process.  The state has been generous in compiling links on the state page that helps students use the internet to find reliable sources of information.  A thorough systematic process would be undertaken to help the students use these sites correctly. Many teachers assume that students know what plagiarism is and how to write papers.  They do not.


To start this process, I would help the students correctly use documentation by introducing it.  They need to know why it is important and how serious it can be to misuse other people’s work.  To help the students achieve the desired results in their research, I will show them sample papers and rules to follow for different types of citations as well as look at a sample list of topics that they can choose from so that they are more interested in their papers.  After we have gone through this process, I will also give them an address to a web site that helps them write those citations.  It asks for the pertinent information and places that information in the correct order; therefore, making it easier for the students to complete their works cited page.  

 The next step in the process of using information correctly would be I would also give them access to www.turnitin.com during the writing process so that they may see how well they are doing on their citations.  They will be able to see if they have adequately used their own ideas instead of ones belonging to others.  
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