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A Learning Environment for Today

This week’s topic has been one that I have been studying since the beginning of this semester.  My students have been exposed to new technology during the school day and allowed to continue with that technology at night.  Many of the students have computers at home, but not all of them were linked to the internet.  With help from the state through a grant, the school purchased computers for each of the high school aged students as well as the high school teachers.  Many parents felt that it would be in their children’s best interest if they purchased wireless internet to continue the learning process at home.  Other students have been able to access the internet by staying in or near businesses that carry WIFI connections.   It has been a huge leap for some of the students in terms of technology accessibility.  In this paper, I will describe how the students have been affected with this added technology.

Students have been enjoying the different aspects that a computer can offer.  There are many times in class when they feel that they can surf the net, listen to the teacher, chat with a classmate, and listen to a song on their headphones.  This would be a bad example of linear processing.  Many of the students really can be successful with linear processing, but I feel that they sometimes try to add too many things to do at once.  A successful way to parallel process would be when they are doing a project that uses multimedia.  They could be searching the net for facts or pictures while listening to songs that would appropriate to use in their presentations. 

Every student in the high school has a school email account as well as a password to check their grades online.  Many times students have checked their grade to stay updated with the progress in the class.  I have had students contact me because they had either a certain question on a grade or an assignment to turn in.  There have been times in which I have entered the wrong grade and may not have ever caught the discrepancy.  The other way that students can use their laptops for connection would be their use of the internet.  I remember my first research paper in high school.  It took weeks to get all the data I required from the State Library because my school library was so small and many times larger orders were placed at once.  Students have the luxury of requesting their own material from the State Library, or they can just use the databases the State supplies to the schools.

When I have had students searching for information in my classroom, I have noticed that they will scroll through the site first without paying attention to all the minute details on the site.  I have noticed that I do the same thing.  Students tend to look over a site to see if it could supply them with multiple pieces of data.  Many times, as in a newspaper article or magazine article, people tend to notice the pictures first to help decide if they want to read an article.  This helps the student conserve time when searching for “good” sites to use on a project.

The last characteristic that I have noticed more in my classroom this year than in any other year would be how the students perceive technology.  At first, my expectations were confirmed that the students would be excited to have the laptops; however, the students started to view the laptops with disdain.  This shocked me quite a bit.  I thought that they would continue to flourish with the added technology, but this was not the case.  Some of the students could not keep their minds attached to the task on hand and kept wandering into sites that were “fun.”  Many parents were unaware of how low some of their children’s grades were.  A bit of communication helped solve most of these problems.  The other aspect that made students dislike the added use of technology was the difficulty of the assignments.  I have seen a turnaround with the dislike of the laptops though.  Students have been able to manage their “fun” time and “work” time.  Teachers have also found more reasons to perceive technology as a friend and not a foe.  It was and still can be a challenge to prepare adequate instruction on the computers and maintain focus on certain items that need to be addressed in class.  


Once this grant has expired, my hope is that the school finds a way to maintain this initiative.  It would be considered quite a setback for our students if they give us this advancement of technology and then take it all away.  Although with the advancement of this age in technology, we will be beyond laptops by the time this grant runs out in a few years and onto a new form of technology that will be even better.
Works Cited

Laureate Education, Inc. (Executive Producer). (2003). Technology, leadership, and a vision for the future. Los Angeles: Author.
	Item
	Low
	Target
	High
	Pts.
	Poss.

	Content
	Not all questions answered completely; length insufficient; underdeveloped presentation of ideas; no personal experience.

Point Range: 0-25
	Answers all questions posed in assignment; sufficient in length; ideas well developed; work reflects some personal experience.

Point Range: 26-39
	Answers all questions posed in assignment with superior thought and analytical ability; longer length (better development of ideas); substantial integration of personal experience.

Point Range: 40
	40
	40

	Mechanics
	Poorly organized; incomplete structure; citations missing or incorrect; many grammatical errors present.

Point Range: 0-9
	Well organized with opening paragraph, body, closing paragraph; includes properly referenced citations; few or very minor grammatical errors.

Point Range: 10-14
	Superior organization, substantial and correct use of citations; perfect grammar and spelling.

Point Range: 15
	15
	15

	Format
	Minimal or inconsistent use of APA formatting.

Point Range: 0-3
	APA formatting generally applied: headers, footers, page numbers, indentation, etc.

Point Range: 4
	APA formatting applied perfectly and consistently: headers, footers, page numbers, indentation, etc.

Point Range: 5
	5
	5

	Total
	
	60
	60

	With these thoughts in mind, select four characteristics to explore further. For each, describe:
· One example from your own classroom situation or teaching experience that supports Dr. Thornburg’s assertion. (This may be information you learned from the Student Technology-Use Survey or from your own observations.) Describe a situation that best illustrates the characteristic.
· One specific way you might use this information to inform your teaching.

	Instructor’s Comments:  Wonderful application! Concise and to the point, well written, great use of the curriculum, perfect style and tone, what’s not to like? Thanks!


